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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a process for the continuous 
production of a dialkyl carbonate by transesterification 
of ethylene carbonate or propylene carbonate with a 1-4C 
alcohol. 

CONSTITUTION: At the time of producing a dialkyl 
carbonate of the formula; (R 1 OJ 2 CO by 
transesterification, in the presence of a catalyst, of 
ehylene carbonate or propylene carbonate with 3 to 30 
mol alcohol of the formula; R 1 OH (R 1 is a 1-4C straight 
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chain or branched alkyl) in respect to 1 mol of ehylene 
carbonate or propylene carbonate, the 
transesterification is carried out in a column equipped 
with packing or baffles at 60 to 160°C, by passing the 
reactants in countercurrent, the catalyst is arranged as 
a fixed bed in the column or is metered into the upper 
part of the column in solution or suspension, the 
dialkyl carbonate formed is removed at the top of the 
column, and the ethylene glycol or propylene glycol 
formed from the ethylene carbonate or propylene 
carbonate are removed at the foot of the column, 
together with the catalyst optionally. 
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